
 

  

 
  

 
  

   

 

  

   

 

   

   

   

   
   

 



 

WHY NATIONAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WEEK? 

National Community Development Week was created in 1986 by NCDA and elected official groups 

to bring national attention to the CDBG Program through grassroots support at a time when the 

program was facing scrutiny by Congress. The main objective of National Community Development 

Week is the education of Congressional members on the importance of CDBG, its impact and the 

need for increased program funding. National Community Development Week is intentionally held 

during the Congressional appropriations process so that the significance of CDBG can be imparted 

to Congressional members through local activities conducted by grantees and program partners at 

the grassroots level. 

National Community Development Week will be held April 1-5, 2024. This is a critical time for 

appropriations; work on the upcoming FY 2025 HUD funding bill will be in the initial stages. National 

Community Development Week provides the perfect opportunity to cement the importance of 

CDBG in the minds of those in Washington to increase program funding.  

Start planning your activities immediately. Since this is the 50th anniversary of the CDBG program, 

we ask you to go beyond the issuance of a proclamation this year and focus on engaging your 

Congressional members more fully on the impact of the program during National Community 

Development Week. This engagement could be a meeting, a projects tour, or other activity that 

directly affords Congressional offices the opportunity to learn about the program and see firsthand 

how the funds are being used. Highlighting the work that occurs with CDBG dollars in your 

community creates a tangible connection for lawmakers between the funding they appropriate for 

the program and improvements to their states and districts. Congressional members like to hear 

directly from the organizations or people the program serves. If possible, put a face to your program 

by including beneficiaries and subrecipients in your activities.  

Now is the time to reach out to your Congressional offices to make sure National Community 

Development Week is on their schedule. To contact your Congressional members, please use the 

links below. 

U.S. House of Representatives 

https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative 

United States Senate https://www.senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm?Class=1 

https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm?Class=1


 

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 



 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  
  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

City of Davenport Celebrates National Community Development Week 
 

DAVENPORT, IOWA (April 13, 2023) - During National Community Development Week, the City of Davenport and 

communities across the country celebrate the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment 

Partnerships (HOME) programs. The goal is to bring renewed awareness to federal investment necessary to sustain CDBG 

and HOME.  

 

Over the last 5 years, $6.8 million in CDBG and HOME funds have benefitted the Davenport community through various 

programs and partnerships such as Urban Homestead, The DREAM Project, Owner Occupied and Small Business Loans, to 

provide safe, affordable housing and programs to our community.  

 

These federal grant programs help build a stronger and more resilient community. CDBG funds support housing 

rehabilitation, emergency rental assistance, affordable housing development, public infrastructure projects, small business 

assistance, and a wide array of public service programming. HOME program funds support affordable rental housing 

development, direct rental assistance, housing rehabilitation, and home purchase assistance. Both programs target 

assistance to low-income households.  

 

For nearly 50 years, CDBG has been an important resource for the community to devise programs and activities to address 

infrastructure, affordable housing, and community and economic development needs. For over 30 years, the HOME 

program has provided vital funding to help improve access to affordable housing.  

 

The City of Davenport is excited to participate and bring awareness to these two important funding programs and the 

impact they have made in our community.  

 

###  

 

About Davenport Community and Economic Development (CED)  

The Davenport Community and Economic Development (CED) department sets the stage for opportunities that enhance 

the current community and stimulate growth. From business development to homeowner resources, CED plays a large role 

in developing the City of Davenport, improving the quality of life and serving community members. 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  
  

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

HIGHLIGHT PROGRAM SUCCESSES  

Utilize news outlets and social media to advertise Community Development Week by shining a 

spotlight on local projects and organizations that have been funded by the CDBG Program. Raising 

awareness is essential for gaining community support for future funding.  



 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
Whereas, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development implemented the Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program in 1974 for the purpose of providing local governments 

with the financial resources to assist low and moderate income persons; and 

 

Whereas, the City of Conway has utilized nonprofit and neighborhood-based organizations to 

address neighborhood and human needs; and 

 

Whereas, the CDBG Program has made a significant impact on our community through the creation 

of skill training programs, new home construction, parks and recreational activities, and water, 

sewer, and drainage improvements; and 

 

Whereas, the City of Conway and other local governments have clearly demonstrated the capacity 

to administer the CDBG Program to identify, prioritize and resolve pressing problems. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Bart Castleberry, Mayor of the City of Conway, Arkansas, do hereby proclaim 

the Week of April 10-14, 2023 as: 

 

“National Community Development Week” 
 

And urge all citizens to join in recognizing the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

and the Community Development Block Grant Program. 

 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the SEAL of the City of Conway, 

Arkansas to be affixed this 10th day of April 2023. 

 

Dated this 10th day of April, 2023 

Mayor Bart Castleberry 



 

  

 

   
 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

  

 



 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



 

  

 

 

   



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
  

 
  

  

Last year, the Columbia (SC) Department of Community Development hosted a grand opening 

of Edisto Place to showcase a new affordable housing community during National Community 

Development Week. 

 

Tip: Invite local media to cover your National Community Development Week events. 

Invite local Congressional offices to tour local projects. Select projects that positively 

showcase the programs. 

 

Tip: Develop a written project description to hand out during the projects tour. 

See this video from Wausau, Wisconsin detailing the huge impacts that CDBG funding can have 

throughout a community. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55fpJhcuyFU&ab_channel=CityofColumbia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=702_SUEmO28&ab_channel=CityofWausau


 

  

 

   

 



 

  

#CDWEEK2023

TOWN OF GREENWICH
CDBG PROGRAM

YOUTH SERVICES
            children were provided with fun,
constructive after school activities and
homework help through CDBG-funded
community partnerships.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SERVICES
Crisis intervention, short/long term counseling
for adults and children, civil/criminal legal
guidance and emergency shelter were
provided to             victims of domestic violence
in Greenwich.

FOOD INSECURITY
Nonprofits funded by the Greenwich CDBG
Program served                       seniors, school
children and the homeless through a wholesale
food pantry, meal delivery service and
emergency meal program. 

JOB TRAINING
CDBG-funded community partners provided
employment training to             individuals,
including women transitioning out of
homelessness and adults with mental disabilities.

Started in 1986 by the National Community
Development Association and other national
organizations, Community Development 
Week highlights CDBG success stories and 
the need for continued funding of this critically
important program. Below are some of highlights of
Greenwich's recent CDBG partnerships.

CDBG-CV CARES ACT ACTIVITIES
Greenwich CDGB-CV funds were used to benefit
                        people through projects designed to
prevent, prepare for and respond to the COVID-19
pandemic, including home food delivery, rental housing
assistance and childcare needs.
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For almost 50 years Greenwich has
allocated CDBG Program funding to
nonprofit community partners in order
to create an equitable, safe living
environment with access to decent
housing and expanded economic
opportunities. 

Continued support for CDBG will allow
the Town to make local decisions about
how best to serve its most vulnerable
residents for years to come.

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

  
 

 
  

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

INVOLVE PROGRAM PARTNERS AND BENEFICIARIES  

The CDBG story cannot be told without the participation of the program subrecipients who help 

administer the program locally and without the program beneficiaries who are the direct recipients 

of the funding. Subrecipients and program beneficiaries are on the front lines providing and 

receiving CDBG assistance. They are essential to telling the CDBG story. Because of their connection 

to the program, they need to be part of National Community Development Week. Put a face on 

your programs by including beneficiaries and subrecipients in your National Community 

Development Week events.   

SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDANCE 
National Community Development Week, April 1-5, 2024 #CDWeek2024, #CDBGworks, 

#CDBG50  

Importance of the # (Hashtag) - #CDWeek2024, #CDBGworks, CDBG50  

Hashtags (#) label posts for ease of searching for social media content by topic. This increases 

the chances of engagement with others who are posting about the same topic.  

Engagement drives reach. The more reach the posts have, the more “return on investment” of 

the time staff is putting into social media posting.  

  

Practical Applications 

Use social media to “call to action” such as asking followers to call legislators about CDBG 

funding in the Federal budget.  

Share exciting stories in more than one format. Give readers more than a headline by writing a 

blog article. Share more than one photo per post to give viewers a broader perspective of the 

story behind the post. 

Cross-reference and utilize multiple media channels. Post links or photos of newspaper articles. 

Include event registration links in press release or in posts if applicable. Be aware of formatting 

content appropriate to each platform. Make yourself familiar with each platform and how they 

are different. 

Post familiar faces. Include photos of Mayor, other dignitaries, and participants. Use photo 

release for children under 18. 

Engage with individuals and organizations both in person and online. Engage with other pages 

to drive engagement on your page. Make the request for individuals and organizations to 

participate in the social media campaign and provide guidance. Consider enhanced content 

options such as podcasts, recorded videos, live streaming, infographics, and blogs.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

   

 

 

   



 

 

   

   

   

   

    

  

   

  

 

 

 

   

    

   

 

 

 

    

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

     

    

   

   

  

   

  

    

   

   

  

Dear Representative (Last Name):   
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