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NCDA Bestows John A. Sasso National Community Development Week Award at
2026 Annual Conference

Pittsburgh, PA — On Friday, June 12, 2026, during the final day of its 2026 annual
conference, the National Community Development Association (NCDA) recognized five
of its members for their outstanding efforts to celebrate National Community
Development Week in 2026. The John A. Sasso National Community Development
Week Award is given annually to local governments that demonstrate innovative
advocacy for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. The award is
named in honor of NCDA'’s founder, John Sasso, a lifelong advocate for the CDBG
program and the people it serves.

NCDA'’s 2026 annual conference brought together 340 community development
professionals from city and county governments across the country. Attendees shared
their knowledge and insight into HUD’s CPD programs while learning more about
development at the local level. This conference offered more than twenty-five sessions
and networking events for attendees over the course of four days.

During this year’s awards ceremony, recognized members took the stage to present an
overview of their 2026 Community Development Week projects. Each award winner
showcased exceptional efforts to raise awareness of the CDBG program in their own
community, as well as its need for increased funding.

NCDA Member: City of Columbus, GA

Presented by: Robert Scott, Director of Community Reinvestment and Real Estate
Highlighted Activities: Community development themed children’s book with public
reading by the mayor, “Art of Community Development” Art Walk with local program
partners
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NCDA Member: City of Dallas, TX

Presented by: Shayna Toney, Program and Compliance Manager

Highlighted Activities: Project bus tour, mayoral proclamation of CD week, childcare
community workshop, housing development ribbon cutting

NCDA Member: Hamilton County, OH

Presented by: Angela Rahman, Department Administrator, Community & Economic
Development

Highlighted Activities: Community Development Showcase in a renovated community
space to highlight various CDBG and HOME-funded projects

NCDA Member: Pasco County, FL

Presented by: Hilary Bruno, Community Development Manager

Highlighted Activities: National Community Development Day community event at a
CDBG-funded playground and park

NCDA Member: City of Quincy, MA

Presented by: Rhiannon Gorham, Senior Planner, Community Development
Highlighted Activities: Public service provider luncheon, official launch of a business
accelerator program, recognizing impactful projects, community center open house

“Established in 1986, National Community Development Week recognizes the vital work
of the Community Development Block Grant program, builds grassroots support, and
raises awareness among lawmakers about its impact in communities across the
country. NCDA is proud to continue honoring this important week and celebrating the
transformative work made possible through CDBG. This year’'s award recipients
exemplify the spirit and purpose of National Community Development Week,” said Vicki
Watson, Executive Director of NCDA.

About NCDA

NCDA is a non-partisan national nonprofit association comprised of more than 500 local
governments across the country that administer HUD Office of Community Planning and
Development (CPD) programs — CDBG, HOME, Homeless Assistance Grants, and
HOPWA.
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