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                   Community Development Commission 

                      of the County of Los Angeles  

 

 
 

      

An agency created by the Los Angeles County Board of 

Supervisors in 1982 

• Housing Authority for the County 

 

• Agency administers CDBG ($28 million), HOME ($12 million), and 

ESG ($1.3 million) funding 

 

• Key Divisions Include CDBG, Economic Redevelopment, and 

Housing Development & Preservation 

 

•   Geographic area includes 49 Participating Cities as well as the 

    unincorporated areas of the County  
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Torrance 

TOTAL POPULATION 
Los Angeles County: 10.4 million 

Urban County: 2.4 million 
City of Los Angeles: 3.8 million 
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      CITIES W/APPROVED SBAS 

TORRANCE 
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PURPOSE 

 To create a proactive process that ensures that cities 
submit a comprehensive Slum/Blight Report that 
meets CDBG program requirements.  

 

ISSUES  

 Some cities have submitted their final SBA reports 
that may have met State or local requirements but 
not CDBG. 
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KEY REVISIONS 
 

 Expands what is considered as a blighting influence such as abandonment, 
environmental contamination, and economic disinvestment 

 
 Requires grantees to establish definitions of blighting influences and to 

retain records to support them 
 
 Designations must be re-determined every 10 years 
 
 25% of properties must experience one or more slum/blight conditions 
 
 Clarifies that some conditions are not considered as blighting influences in 

qualifying a CDBG slum/blight area 
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GRAFFITI 

TRASH 
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PLEASE 
PICK ME 

UP! 
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STEP 1: City—Initial Planning and Development 
 

STEP 2: City—Preliminary  Slum/Blight Study  Submission 

 General information and sample properties 
 

STEP 3: County—Assessment of Preliminary Slum/Blight Study 

 City – If not approved, go back to Steps 1 and 2 & reassess area  

 City – If approved, proceed with Step 4. 

 

STEP 4: City – Development of the Comprehensive Slum/Blight Report 

 More detailed parcel specific information 
 

STEP 5: County – Assessment of  Comprehensive Slum/Blight Report 
 

STEP 6: County—Approval or Denial 
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I. Initial Planning 
 

 

a) Develop a clear vision of what the city wants the area to be  
 

b) Develop a list of blighting conditions that exist and the city 
wants to correct 

 

c) Select a contiguous project area 
 

d) Review of current Federal, State and local laws/regulations 
 

e) Develop a Methodology to assess the area based on a, b, c, 
and d above. 
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II. Development of a Preliminary Slum/Blight Study 
 

a) Identifies the boundaries & includes a location map 
 

b) Describes and maps conditions specific to affected parcels 
 

c) Includes photos of five (5) sample properties 
 

d) Describes the survey methodology to assess the area 
 

e) Indentifies how CDBG activities will improve the conditions 
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 City submits formal letter, along with 
preliminary study, requesting a review by the 
County. 
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I. County Initial Assessment 
 

a) Review the preliminary study 
     

b) Conduct windshield survey  
 

c) Provide TA as needed 

 

II. Preliminary Study Determination 
 

a) Denial  =  City reassess area based on County Technical      
Assistance  

 

b) Approval =  City Proceeds with Comprehensive Slum/Blight 
Report 
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Includes: 

 

 More detailed parcel specific information using 

 the Property/Parcel Evaluation Form. 

 

 Supporting documentation to further substantiate 
findings.  

 

 More detailed description of plans and activities to 
alleviate the slum/blight conditions. 
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 County staff will assess the report to ensure its in  
compliance with Federal, State, and/or local criteria. 

 

 The County may request a field inspection with City staff 
to confirm specific report findings.   

 

 County Staff may also request additional support 
documentation. 
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 Based on Step 5, County staff will determine whether the 
proposed CDBG Slum Blight Area: 

 

a) Qualifies for the 10 year designation as submitted; or 

 

b) Conditionally qualifies for designation, pending 
additional information and/or documentation.  
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  KEY LESSONS LEARNED 

 Cities need to plan their area carefully, developing a measured 
approached to eliminating blighting influences over the life of 
the project area. 
 

 It is important to have a clear/defendable methodology for 
assessing the area. 

 

 Cities need to enlist all possible resources to support the S/B 
designation, inclusive of:  
 Detailed site surveys; 

 City inspection/building records; 

 Local real estate records; and 

 Assessment of the needs and wants of the community. 
 

TIPS 
 Be sticklers and require as much information as necessary. 
 

 Recommend using previous qualified slum blight reports as 
examples.   
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