OVERVIEW OF REVIEW AND QUALIFICATION PROCESS FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A CDBG SLUM/BLIGHT PROJECT AREA

STEP 1.  PROPOSED SLUM/BLIGHT PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Agencies interested in designating a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) slum/blight area must establish a project area that meets the Federal provisions according to HUD 24 CFR 570.208(b)(1).  Agencies shall establish contiguous boundaries for the proposed slum/blight area and conduct initial area planning, inclusive of condition surveys, maps, and photographs sufficient to demonstrate area eligibility and obtain preliminary Community Development Commission (CDC) approval prior to conducting the more comprehensive full slum/blight study. 
STEP 2.  SLUM/BLIGHT PROPOSAL SUBMISSION

With completion of the agency’s initial slum/blight area planning and assessment, the agency must notify the CDC (Terry Gonzalez, CDBG Division Director) in writing of its request to establish a CDBG-eligible slum/blight designated area.  The request must include the agency’s preliminary slum/blight eligibility findings and documentation (as mentioned above), that warrants the area’s designation. 
STEP 3.  PRELIMINARY PROJECT AREA EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 

Upon the CDC’s receipt and evaluation of an agency’s preliminary slum/blight eligibility findings, an initial windshield survey of the proposed project area will be conducted.  The Grants Planning Team, the CDBG Division’s planning unit, will assign a staff member to conduct the windshield survey to make a preliminary determination as to the area’s potential for slum/blight area designation.  A representative of the agency will be requested to accompany the CDC during this preliminary survey.
After completion of the windshield survey and assessment of the agency’s preliminary slum/blight eligibility findings and documentation, the CDC will EITHER: 

a) Grant preliminary approval to proceed with a full Slum/Blight Condition Survey/Report to qualify the proposed project area; OR

b) Make the determination that the proposed project area does not qualify and recommend that the agency reassess its slum/blight project area proposal.

STEP 4.  AGENCY DEVELOPMENT OF SLUM/BLIGHT CONDITION SURVEY/   

                AND  REPORT

If preliminary determinations indicate potential eligibility, the agency shall be authorized to prepare the final Slum/Blight Condition Survey/Report containing the required documentation and assessments necessary for area designation as required by the CDBG eligibility requirements (as specified in the slum/blight policies and procedure guidelines).

STEP 5.  CDC SLUM/BLIGHT PROJECT AREA REVIEW AND EVALUATION

After completion of the full Slum/Blight Condition Survey Report, the agency will formally submit the report to the CDC with a written request to review, assess, and render a determination as to the area’s CDBG eligibility.

      Upon receipt of the agency’s request, the CDC will review and assess the area’s eligibility according to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) slum/blight regulations.  If needed, CDC may request that a representative of the agency accompany CDC staff on a field inspection of the area to verify/confirm specific survey findings (pertinent to the full Survey/Report review). 

      Upon final review of the Slum/Blight Condition Survey/Report, CDC staff will make an eligibility determination as to the proposed slum/blight area’s compliance with Federal CDBG regulations.  The assessment will make the determination that the proposed slum/blight area:


a)  Qualifies for CDBG slum/blight area designation, as submitted; 

b) Conditionally qualifies for CDBG slum/blight area designation, pending the provision of additional information and/or documentation; or

c) Does not qualify for slum/blight area designation based on the area’s current configuration.

STEP 6.  SLUM/BLIGHT PROJECT AREA APPROVAL OR DENIAL

After the CDC has made a slum/blight area determination, the submitting agency will be notified in writing.


Upon notification of the CDC’s slum/blight area approval, cities shall initiate action to publicly approve the proposed slum/blight area through their City Council’s adoption of a slum/blight area designation resolution. 

Agency’s with approved slum/blight areas will be required to develop CDBG activities and/or projects to eliminate the slum/blight conditions identified in the proposed project area.  

Approved slum/blight areas will be identified for reference in the CDC’s Annual One-Year Action Plan. The plan will identify the area’s boundaries, the identified slum/blight conditions, and the year in which the area received designation. 
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OVERVIEW OF REVIEW AND QUALIFICATION PROCESS FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A CDBG SLUM/BLIGHT PROJECT AREA

I.  PRELIMINARYSLUM/BLIGHT PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS
Cities interested in designating a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) slum/blight area must establish a project area that meets the Federal provisions according to HUD 24 CFR570.208(b)(1).  Agencies shall establish contiguous boundaries for the proposed slum/blight area and conduct initial area planning, inclusive of condition surveys, maps, and photographs sufficient to demonstrate area eligibility and obtain preliminary Community Development Commission (CDC) approval prior to conducting the more comprehensive full slum/blight study. 
II.  PRELIMINARY SLUM/BLIGHT PROPOSAL SUBMISSION
With completion of the Agency’s initial slum/blight area planning and assessment, the agency must notify the CDC (CDBG Division Director – Terry Gonzales) in writing of its request to establish a CDBG-eligible slum/blight designated area.  The request must include the Agency’s preliminary slum/blight eligibility findings and documentation (as mentioned above), that warrants the area’s designation. 
III.  PRELIMINARY SLUM/BLIGHT PROPOSAL EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 

Upon the CDC’s receipt and evaluation of an Agency’s preliminary slum/blight eligibility findings, an initial windshield survey of the proposed project area will be conducted.  A Grants Planning Team (GPT) member along with a representative of the agency will conduct the windshield survey to make a preliminary determination  of the area’s potential for slum/blight area designation.
After completion of the windshield survey and assessment of the Agency’s preliminary slum/blight eligibility findings and documentation, the CDC will EITHER: 

c) Grant preliminary approval to proceed with a full Slum/Blight Condition Survey/Report to qualify the proposed project area; OR
d) Make the determination that the proposed project area does not qualify and recommend that the Agency reassess its slum/blight project area proposal.

IV.  AGENCY DEVELOPMENT OF SLUM/BLIGHT CONDITION SURVEY &

      REPORT
If preliminary determinations indicate potential eligibility, the Agency shall be authorized to prepare the final Slum/Blight Condition Survey/Report containing the required documentation and assessments necessary for area designation as required by the CDBG eligibility requirements (as specified in thew slum/blight policies and procedure handbook).
V.  CDC SLUM/BLIGHT PROJECT AREA REVIEW AND EVALUATION
After completion of the full Slum/Blight Condition Survey Report, the Agency will formally submit it to the CDC with a written request for review, assessment and determination as to the area’s CDBG eligibility.

      Upon receipt of the Agency’s request, the CDC will review and assess the area’s eligibility according to HUD’s slum/blight regulations.  IF NEEDED, CDC may request that a representative of the Agency accompany CDC staff on a field inspection of the area to verify/confirm specific survey findings (pertinent to the full Survey/Report review). 

      Upon final review and evaluation of the full Slum/Blight Condition Survey/Report,   

      CDC staff, will make an eligibility determination as to the proposed slum/blight area’s          

      compliance with Federal CDBG regulations.  The determination will conclude that the 

      proposed slum/blight area:

a) Qualifies for CDBG slum/blight area designation, as submitted; OR
b) The area does qualify for CDBG slum/blight area designation but is conditional   

     pending on the provision of additional information and/or documentation;
c) The area configuration does not support slum/blight area designation.

VI.  SLUM/BLIGHT PROJECT AREA APPROVAL OR DENIAL

After the CDC has made a Slum/Blight area determination, the submitting Agency will be notified in writing
Agency’s with approved slum/blight areas will be required to develop CDBG activities and/or projects to eliminate the conditions of slum/blight identified in the proposed project area.  
Approved slum/blight areas will be identified for reference inn the CDC’s Annual One-Year Action Plan. The Action Plan will identify the boundaries, slum/blight conditions, and the year in which the area received designation. 
